Transition Town Newent

Policy Document

‘The transition initiatives currently in progress in the UK represent the most promising way of engaging people and communities to take the far-reaching actions that are required to mitigate the effects of Peak Oil and Climate Change.’
(Transition Initiatives Primer, 19-May-07, p.2)

1. This policy document is issued by Transition Town Newent Steering Group. It provides basic guidelines on the overall aims and objectives of Transition Town Newent. We hope that sub-groups find the document useful.

2. Like other ‘Transition’ towns, Transition Town Newent exists as a unique and specific community-led response to the twin challenges of climate change and peak oil.

3. Transition Town Newent is unlike other Newent-based organisations (e.g. the Town Council, Newent Initiative, schools, churches, businesses, etc.) which may well address environmental issues at times, but will have a different agenda for change. (e.g. economic regeneration, education, party political ideologies, shareholder profit, fulfilling government quotas, etc.)

4. Transition Town Newent‘s overall aim is to encourage community-based carbon reduction programmes.

This one aim may be restated as follows:

· To build local resilience in the face of potentially damaging effects of peak oil while dramatically reducing the community’s carbon footprint.

· To localise essential resources that Newent needs to sustain itself and thrive.

As Transition Town Newent develops, it will generate more detailed aims and objectives.

5. Other organisations/groups within our community may be working towards similar aims to Transition Town Newent. It is not our intention to duplicate or replace these existing groups, rather to enhance and support them.


6. Transition Town Newent sub-groups, (currently(Feb’09): Food, Energy, Health and Wellbeing, Publicity and Politics), are advised to research the work of local organisations covering similar areas and make contact with them for mutual benefit. (See 5). The Steering Group will offer advice to sub-groups on this aspect.

7. Transition Town Newent has established strong contacts with other Transition Towns and similar groups e.g. Forest of Dean, Hereford, Stroud, Totnes, Ross, Ledbury RUG and Vision 21, and will continue to work closely with them.
8. …and finally,

‘Once we get a critical mass of communities embarking on these energy descent planning processes, we’ll be able to build a thriving co-operative network where people are sharing best practice, helping each other and creating a way of life that is far better than the atomised, disconnected, unsustainable and inequitable society that we’ve grown into, largely on the back of super-abundant cheap oil.’

(Transition Initiatives Primer, 19-May-07, p.9)
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