Notes taken by Chris Wooldridge from a talk given to Hereford FoE/Transition by Paul Mobbs  on 3/12/08 

· Food is the only basic resource essential to human beings

· Referenced sources: Paul Erlich, The Population Bomb (1968); Limits of Growth (1972); Limits of Growth Revisited (2004); Hadley Centre climate briefs.

· Britain produces only 9% of all its fresh fruit

· World Trade via WTO etc makes national self-sufficiency illegal.

· Fresh Food contains extra vitamins and micronutrients

· Intensive organic production no better than intensive chemical production  (high oil input); 

· Low intensity organic production gives 20 -30% higher production than chemical agriculture but high workforce. A switch to this method would need 30% of workforce.

· Euro. Fertilizer Manufacturers Association doesn’t know where phosphorus (essential for chemical agriculture) will be sourced after 2050.

· British vegs. grown outdoors in season consume < 2 GJ/tonne; by contrast, out-of-season glasshouse vegs use 120 GJ/tonne, over 60 times more.

· The food supply chain. Source, Swiss life-cycle analysis of food energy inputs from field to fork: fertilizers, 7%; cultivation, 16%; greenhouses, 5%; packaging industry, 7%; processing/storage, 13%; distribution, 17%; transport, 7%; household, 28%. The message from this is ‘Be your own supply chain’ to save vast amounts of energy (easily over 60%). Sort out your own food supply (local, seasonal, probably organic, less meat-based). Currently agriculture uses 25% total UK energy

· Google ‘livestock’s long shadow’ for info on grain-fed farm animals.

· There were 4½ million allotments during WW2. Now (2008) only 300,000 producing 215,000 tonnes of produce.

· Powerdown Learn new skills, network, consume less, acclimatise, ‘repatriate our emissions’.
